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USC’s Student Success Center and the Group 
Exercise program recently received national 
awards for excellence from the Student Affairs 
Administrators in Higher Education.
The Group Exercise program won the gold 
award in the athletic, recreation and physical 
fi tness non-varsity sports category.
“We’re very excited about that,” said fitness 
coordinator Erica Choutka. “The purpose of 
the award as a whole is to recognize outstanding 
programs and innovative services that take place 
in a higher education setting.”
Choutka said recognit ion beyond USC is 
appreciated.
“Within the universit y, a lot of people 
recognize that this is a strong program, but now 
the recognition is going beyond the university 
setting,” Choutka said. “Peer intuitions, colleagues 
and other professionals across the country can 
recognize the work that we’re doing and continue 
to mold their programs.” 
The Student Success Center won the gold 
award for enrollment management, orientation, 
parents and fi rst-year category.
Student Success Center Director Susan Weir said 
the center was competitive for the awards due to 
the programs it offers.
“Supplemental instruction is not new. Tutoring 
is not new or unique. The combination of all of 
the services we offer ...  makes the Student Success 
Center very unique in that respect,” Weir said.
Hudson Harper , a second-year math student , 
said he tutored at the Student Success Center.
“I think it’s a great resource,” he said. “Especially 
opposed to paying $40 for someone who may or 
may not be qualifi ed.”
Choutka said the Group Exercise program 
strives to work with other schools.
“We collaborate a lot across institutions so 
it means a lot to us to have this award. We get 
recognition outside the university and we can 
continue to collaborate with other institutions,” 
she said.
When group exercise programs began in 1988, 
fi ve classes were offered. In the past three years, 
student participation increased 98 percent and the 
student staff doubled.
“I’m really proud of the award and the program. 
I am very proud of the student instructors 
that I work with,” Choutka said. “They are an 
integral component of the program’s growth and 
success.” 
Unlike the Group Exercise program, which 
funds itself through the revenue it generates, the 
Student Success Center relies on funding from 
the university. The award helps to validate the 
legitimacy of the program during these times of 
budget cuts, Weir said.
“It helps send the message to our university 
administration that this is valuable and it needs to 
be protected and continued. It helps strengthen 
the fact that we’re going to continue offering these 
services,” Weir said. “Just like everyone else, we’ve 
had to trim our budget quite a bit. Fortunately, 
we were able to fi nd places to do that that didn’t 
sacrifi ce the services that we offer to students.”
Student Affairs Administrators in Higher 
Education, NASPA, is a national organization 
that honors a variety of programs in higher-
education settings. The programs are judged on 
their sustainability, relevance, originality and 
creativity, collaboration with other departments 
and the impact they make on student learning.
According to their Web site, they have more 
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Programs earn NASPA award
National organization recognizes 
Student Success Center, Group Exercise
Katie Jones
STAFF WRITER
 One USC student hopes to f ind 
a cure for cancer — but she needs 
help from faculty, alumni, community 
members and students. 
Brenna Kendrick is the fundraising 
co-chair of USC’s Relay for Life, an 
annual fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society.
The event in April will be USC’s 
seventh Relay for Life. This year’s 
goal is to raise $100,000 — and to 
compete with Clemson University.
“In the past, Clemson has raised 
more than us, so we really want to 
reach our goal. We also want to 
maximize our participation. Cancer 
is something to which everyone can 
relate,” Kendrick said.
Relay for Life is an overnight event 
in which anyone can help fi ght cancer 
by joining teams and taking turns 
walking or running around a track 
lined by luminary bags. 
Teams wil l walk the Blat t P.E. 
Center soccer fi elds from 7 p.m. April 
3 to 7 a.m. April 4. Participants will 
play games, see live performances 
and partake in a luminary service in 
memory of loved ones lost to cancer 
and honoring surviors, among other 
activities.
One of the teams to part icipate 
is the Epsilon Sigma Alpha Service 
Sorority. 
“Ever yone  i n  E SA love s  t h i s 
event,” said Jessica Sharp  , a second-
year account ing student and the 
organization’s Relay for Life chair. 
“Not only do we get to spend 12 hours 
with each other, we get to celebrate 
the lives of those affected by cancer.”
Kendrick sa id teams wil l  ra ise 
money through planned fundraisers 
from now until the night of Relay. 
“One huge way of fundraising that 
the American Cancer Society supports 
is e-mail fundraising,” Kendrick said, a 
fourth-year education student. “Some 
college Relay for Life events have 
raised over $300,000 just by having 
the participants send e-mails to friends 
and family.”
Relay for Life began 24 years ago 
in May 1985. Gordy Klatt, a surgeon, 
began a 24-hour walk-a-thon to raise 
money for the A merican Cancer 
Society. Today nearly 5,000 relays 
are held nationwide each year raising 
hundreds of millions of dollars for 
cancer research.
To sign up a team or to donate, visit www.relayforlife.org/usc. 
 Registration is $10 per person and anyone can start a team.
Current number of teams: 36
Current number of participants: 247
Current amount raised: $11, 947.08
Amount goal: $100,000
Days until relay: 67
 Karen May admits to middle-
of-the-night anxiety spells over 
the daunting challenge of coming 
up with the money to put her 
now high school senior through 
college. 
The stock market’s dive has 
knocked 25 to 30 percent off the 
value of the 529 savings plan she’d 
been contributing to since Brie 
was born, putting her goal of 
contributing $15,000 a year out 
of reach.
But the 48-year-old accountant 
from Vernon, N.Y., has found a 
key way to hopefully make some 
of it back: She spends hours every 
week researching financial aid 
options with her daughter.
Here are four basics that 
pa rent s  of  col lege-bou nd 
students should know:
1. Apply ASAP: Parents with 
high school seniors or returning 
college students should fill out 
the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid now.
2. Don’t rule out pricey schools: 
A high st icker price doesn’t 
necessarily mean a higher out-of-
pocket cost, especially at schools 
where signifi cant merit aid might 
be available.
3. Look at less selective schools: 
While you’re shooting high, 
make sure you are applying to 
less selective schools than you 
might have otherwise to add to 
your margin of fi nancial safety.
4.  Look for scholarsh ips 
online: Private scholarships 
offered locally may help you fi ll 
the fi nancing gap.
Relay sets new goal 
 John Dunn/ The Associated Press
Jean Kliphuis, left, and her daughter, Katie, right, fear that loans 
and grants will be scarcer than in the past due to the recession.
Annual event hopes to beat Clemson, 
raise $100,000 to fi ght cancer
Brandon L. Gates
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
C o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s  s t o r y ?  E - m a i l 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
Courtesy of sc.edu
USC’s Group Exercise program, held at the 
Strom Thurmand Wellness and Fitness Center, 
received national recognition for its creativity, 
and collaboration with other departments.
Diligence, speed will help 
secure 2009 college aid
Families, students 
search for fi nancial help 
as stock market struggles 
Dave Carpenter
Th e Associated Press
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Matthew Madison teaches a Math 141 tutorial at the USC Student Success Center in the library.
Viewpoints online also 
features Buddy Ballew’s 
thoughts on the colle-
giate experience.
Local National World
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
KC Hyland prepares to be lifted up to try and catch a ball tossed in from a line-out, 
during the women’s rugby team’s opening game. They won 29-5 against the Citadel. 
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 JERUSALEM — Special 
lega l  teams w i l l  defend 
I srael i  sold ier s  aga i ns t 
potential war crimes charges 
stemming f rom civ i l ian 
deaths in the Gaza Strip, the 
prime minister said Sunday, 
promising the country would 
“f u l ly  back” t hose who 
fought in the three-week 
offensive.
T h e  m o v e  r e f l e c t e d 
growing concerns by Israel 
that offi cers could be subject 
to international prosecution, 
despite the army’s claims that 
Hamas militants caused the 
civilian casualties by staging 
at tacks f rom resident ia l 
areas.
“The state of Israel will 
fully back those who acted on 
its behalf,” Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert said. “The 
soldiers and commanders 
who were sent on missions 
in Gaza must know that 
they are safe from various 
tribunals.”
Speaking at the weekly 
meet ing of h is Cabinet , 
Olmert said Israel’s justice 
minister would lead a team of 
senior offi cials to coordinate 
the legal defense of anyone 
involved in the offensive.
I s r a e l  l a u n c h e d  i t s 
22-day offensive to try to 
halt Hamas rocket fire on 
southern Israel. The assault 
k illed 1,285 Palestinians, 
more than half of them 
civilians, the Palest inian 
Center for Human Rights 
counted. Thirteen Israelis, 
including three civilians, 
were also killed during the 
fi ghting, Israel said.
 Nearly $1 billion worth of 
construction projects planned 
at two S.C. military bases may 
boost the local jobs market as 
the region struggles through 
a sagging economy, offi cials 
said.
Fort Jackson could see a 
dozen projects valued at 
some $800 million over the 
next few years as the base 
continues to expand with 
two new military missions 
that have moved there, The 
State newspaper of Columbia 
reported.
“This new construction 
will bring jobs and capital 
e x p e n d i t u r e s  t o  o u r 
community at a most welcome 
time,” said Ike McLeese, the 
Greater Columbia Chamber 
of Commerce president.
Among the top project 
items are four facilities set to 
open in 2010: $11 million for a 
chaplains’ school, $24 million 
for a drill sergeants’ school, 
$24 mil l ion for lodging 
facility and $30 million for a 
dining site.
Meanwhile, the military 
is also spending about $170 
million at Shaw Air Force 
Base. The Sumter installation 
is preparing for the arrival of 
the 3rd Army headquarters in 
the fall of 2011.
Economic leaders said the 
spending will add jobs and 
investment to the community, 
and it’s coming at a critical 
t ime — South Carolina’s 
8.4 percent jobless rate tied 
California in November as 
the nation’s third worst. A 
state government study found 
the annual economic impact 
of Fort Jackson is $2.6 billion, 
and $1.1 billion for Shaw.
ATLANTA — A tell-tale 
sign America’s chips are 
down: States are increasingly 
turning to gambling to plug 
budget holes.
Proposa ls  to a l low or 
expand slots or casinos are 
percolat ing in at least 14 
states, tempting legislators 
and governors at a time when 
many must decide between 
cutting services and raising 
taxes.
Gambling has hard-core 
detractors in every state, but 
when the budget-balancing 
a lter nat ive s  l aw ma ker s 
must consider, resistance is 
easier to overcome, political 
analysts said.
“ W h o  w o u l d n ’ t  b e 
i n t e r e s t e d  i f  y o u ’r e  a 
pol it ic ian who needs to 
fund programs?” said Bo 
Bernhard, the International 
Gaming Institute research 
director at the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas — a 
g o v e r n m e n t - f u n d e d 
program. 
While gambling has not 
been im mu ne f rom t he 
recession, it has held up 
relat ively well compared 
with states’ other revenue 
streams, such as income and 
sales taxes. This helps explain 
why past industry growth 
spurts have been preceded 
by economic downturns, 
experts said.
More recently, states faced 
with sagging revenues during 
the 2001 recession joined 
multistate lotteries such as 
Powerball and gave more 
leeway to Native American 
tribes seek ing to expand 
their casinos.
 — The Associated Press
A ny s t udent s  w it h • 
a special interest in a 
project or who work 
with a professor on 
a  p r o j e c t  h a ve  a n 
opportunity to request 
up to $3,0 0 0 for  a 
Magellan Scholar award 
for  u nderg r adu ate 
research. Interested 
students must attend 
t he  i n f or m at io n a l 
workshop today at 5 
p.m. in RH room 315. 
For more information, 
visit http://www.sc.edu/
our/magellan.shtml or 
call Julie Morris at (803) 
777-1141. 
U S C ’ s  G e n e r a l • 
Education Committee 
will hold two meetings 
this week to discuss the 
proposed revision to the 
University’s General 
Education curriculum. 
These forums will be 
held Tuesday from 3 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
Wednesday from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in RH 
Theater.
S t u d e n t  H e a l t h • 
Services bring USC 
the Lexington Medical 
C e n t e r ’ s  M o b i l e 
Mammography Feb. 
4  f r o m  9  a . m .  t o 
4  p .m.  on  G reene 
Street. This service 
is $288.18, which can 
be paid by cash, check 
or Visa/MasterCard. 
To  s c h e d u l e  a n 
appointment, call (803) 




1838: Tennessee passes 
nation’s first prohibition law 
1950: Republic of India born 
1961: Kennedy appoints first 
female presidential physician 
1980: U.S. Olympic 
Committee votes against 
Moscow games 
1986: Bears beat Patriots in 
Super Bowl XX  
2005: Bush appoints 
Condoleezza Rice as 
secretary of state 
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist
— Information from History.com 
The USC community wants to know what your organization has going on this week, and 
The Daily Gamecock wants to help you spread the word. If your organization has an 
upcoming meeting or event you want publicized, contact gamecocknews@sc.edu or 
stop by our offi ce in the Russell House, room 333. 
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name and a description 
of the meeting or event, as well as a contact person for any questions. The description 
shouldn’t exceed 50 words. Submissions should be sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days 
before publication. 
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any submission.  



















In the newspaper business, 
we are always looking for an 
angle. So when someone has 
an assignment to explain 
the rise of the Snuggie 
— the blanket with arms 
that’s become all the rage in 
infomercial circles — what’s 
the angle? The economy, of 
course.
O n  T hu r s d a y,  T h e 
State ran a 
s y nd icated 







t h e  s t o r y 
just  wasn’t 
r e l e v a n t 
e n o u g h , 
so someone spiced it up 
with a reference to the 
crippling economic slump 
that has forced millions of 
Americans to turn down 
their thermostats a few 
degrees.
“ I s  t h e  b l a n k e t 
with sleeves, l ike h igh 
u ne mplo y me nt  r a t e s , 
another sign of hard times?” 
queries the writer.
Of course it’s a sign of 
hard times — just like nearly 
every other news event or 
cultural phenomenon in the 
past four months, if one is 
to believe the mainstream 
media. 
On Jan. 15, USA Today 
r a n  a  p re v ie w  of  t he 
Sundance Film Festival that 
emphasized how audiences 
were seeking escape from 
hard economic realities.
The New York Times 
has brought us features on 
everything from “hard-
times home cooking” to 
the drop in wine auction 
prices during the recession. 
Who, after all, has been hit 
harder than purveyors of 
Bordeaux?
Pundits and columnists 
across the country have 
criticized the extravagance 
of last week’s inauguration 
fe s t iv it ie s ,  apparent ly 
wishing for a more subdued 
and spartan ceremony.
The state of the economy, 
we are led to believe, has 
turned our world upside 
down.
Admittedly, the Daily 
Gamecock is not above 
the trend toward economic 
sensat iona l i sm.  We’ve 
brought you at least one 
recession-related stor y 
every day since returning 
from the winter break.
No, everything is not fi ne. 
Yes, many people are losing 
their jobs. But as real as 
these troubles are, it cannot 
be helpful to wallow.
I f  someone wants to 
write a f luff story about 
the Snuggie, that’s f ine. 
But equating the sales of a 
$20 glorifi ed bathrobe to a 
renaissance of Depression-
era frugalit y is absurd. 
According to the article, 
Snuggies were No. 8 in 
Shopper s  Adva nt age’s 
December list of top holiday 
gifts  — right beside luxury 
items like Wiis and GPS 
systems.
The tendency to relate 
almost everything back 
to the economy’s poor 
performance is not limited 
to the media. Make an 
honest evaluation: How 
have  you ,  per sona l ly, 
been affected by the stock 
market? If you have lost a 
job, you may have a right 
to complain. The other 93 
percent of us need a reality 
check.
People attending f ilm 
festivals are not the ones 
feeling the burn right now. 
The wine sellers will scrape 
by somehow. Believe it or 
not, college students are not 
taking the brunt of this.
For now, t he people 
who are really hurting are 
the ones who started at 
the bottom of the money 
ladder: the urban poor, 
the members of lower tax 
brackets, and the forgotten 
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  r u r a l 
America.
If we could take the focus 
off ourselves for a moment, 
maybe we could offer help 
to the ones who need it. 
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IN OUR OPINION
Gitmo refusal shows 
DeMint’s true colors
The mere presence of 
suspected terrorists 
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Fad diets, New Year’s 
resolutions do not have 
lasting positive effects
Students complain about 
do-nothing Senate, but too 
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Enter ing t he St rom 
this semester has been 
like entering a “World’s 
Largest Horse” attraction 
at the fair. 
Why is it that at the 
beginning of each new year 
every gym this side of the 
Mississippi is 
perpetually 
p a c k e d ? 
We l l ,  t h e 
s i m p l e 
a n s w e r  i s 
that America 
i s  f a t .  O f 
cou rse ,  we 
h a v e  a l l 
heard of the 
obesity crisis 
and how if we 
don’t change our lifestyle, 
we are all going to die of a 
massive coronary. 
However, the key word 
in the previous phrase is 
“lifestyle.” This does not 
mean deciding to go to the 
gym for two weeks as a part 
of a New Year’s resolution 
and then deciding that 
walking from the Russell 
House to the Humanities 
Bu i ld i ng  w i l l  s u f f ice 
instead.
A  l i f e s t y l e  c h a n g e 
includes changing the 
amount of time we spend 
being sedentary as well 
a s  chang ing our d iet . 
However, most people go 
on “crash” diets. These 
usual ly include eat ing 
something ridiculous like 
snail shells and lettuce for 
two weeks. Well, of course 
you’ll lose 10 pounds in 
two weeks if you’re eating 
the same stuff I put down 
my dish disposal.
N o w ,  I  a m  n o 
professional dietitian, but 
based on my observations, 
it is apparent that people 
who cook most of their 
food are less obese than 
those who go out to eat 
every night or buy frozen 
dinners.
My roommate spent a 
year and half in Venezuela 
and came back to t he 
states very trim and slim. 
This wasn’t because she 
got Montezuma’s Revenge 
or some foreign parasite 
that made her too sick to 
eat. No, where she lived, 
ever yone  cook s  t he i r 
food. Although their diet 
doesn’t include many raw 
vegetables and consists 
mainly of starches such as 
potatoes and carbs such as 
rice, it is very hard to fi nd 
someone who is overweight 
there.
Wait, did I just say that 
people who eat lots of carbs 
and starches are able to 
maintain a healthy weight? 
What blasphemy! But it 
is so true. If we all could 
try to eat less Taco Bell 
and cook our own meals, I 
believe the obesity “crisis” 
would greatly decrease. 
Not only that, but why 
is it necessary to drive 
everywhere? It is perfectly 
logical to walk or bike from 
campus to Five Points or 
to Main Street. Not only 
does this conserve gas, but 
it is also better for us.
I ’m  not  s u g g e s t i ng 
that we walk everywhere 
we have to go or that we 
shou ld  cook ou r  ow n 
bre a k f a s t ,  lu nc h  a nd 
dinner. Obviously, that’s 
not practical.
However, if A merica 
wants to shed it s  love 
handles, its citizens will 
have to realize that the 
eight-day water diet doesn’t 
cut it. Slimming down and 
shaping up takes an entire 
lifestyle change. However, 
if you all do not heed this 
advice, at least I’ll be able 
to find a treadmill at the 
gym by mid-February. 
Elections.
The word of the year. 
They seem to be important 
e nou g h .  Mo ne y,  t i me , 
dedication. This past year, 
it seems as if on every front, 
from the media to the dinner 
table, people everywhere 
were talk ing candidates, 
issues and making history. It 
always makes 
me feel good 
t o  s e e  h o w 
excited people 
get as they all 
f lock out to 
show that they 
c a r e  a b o u t 
t h e  p e o p l e 
who represent 
them.
S o  w h y 
can’t we bring 
t h i s  s a m e 
e n t h u s i a s m  t o  o u r 
university? 
W hile vot ing t urnout 
around the country surpassed 
turnout history, student 
part icipat ion in Student 
Government elect ions is 
minimal at best. You might 
see a sign, maybe join a 
Facebook group if you really 
care, but so few actually 
know what they are voting 
for (or not voting for, as the 
case seems to be).
People are always talking 
about Student Government, 
and not always in the respects 
of sunshine and daisies. You 
get sick of hearing about it. 
You think the people in SG 
do nothing. You think it’s 
pointless. How do they affect 
your life on a daily basis? 
Right?
If you’re one of these 
people, think about your 
voice at this school. Think 
about the park ing spaces 
you never seem to fi nd and 
the organizations you are 
involved in. Think about the 
food you eat and the campus 
you come to every day. They 
gave us Cocky’s Caravan and 
BioBoxes.
O K ,  s o  m a y b e  n o t 
everything that comes out 
of SG turns to gold, but 
that’s even more reason to 
pay attention to the elections 
this year.
With budget cuts hitting 
our university in just about 
every way, it’s especially 
important this year to pay 
attention to the people on 
the ballot.
These a re t he people 
who speak for us and make 
decisions on our behalf. You 
might think they are some 
small elit ist group in the 
Russell House, but they are 
all over campus and all about 
this university.
O v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w 
weeks, you are going to be 
surrounded by campaigns 
and stories surrounding the 
faces on the front page of 
this newspaper. Don’t turn 
the page without paying 
attention. I know your daily 
dose of Sudoku is important, 
but it’ll be there waiting for 
you. I promise. And while 
reading about Elect ions 
Codes violations becomes 
t he  new Cr i me Repor t 
indulgence, pay attention to 
the actual platforms as well.
We have a n awesome 
group of leaders running 
this year, so let’s give their 
hard work and dedication 
respect and listen to what 
they have to say. It shouldn’t 
be some high school student 
gover n ment  popu la r it y 
contest.
Feb. 16 and Feb. 17 on 
VIP. Vote between updating 
your Facebook status. No 
excuses. 
 Nobody wants to be called a NIMBY — someone with 
a Not-In-My-Back-Yard mindset. But Sen. Jim DeMint, 
R-S.C., is going to have a hard time denying that charge 
after making his stand against Gitmo detainees coming to 
Charleston.
Almost immediately after Obama decreed a one-year 
deadline for closing the military prison in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, DeMint has kicked off the inevitable squabbling 
about where all those prisoners should go. Pentagon 
off icials have named the Naval Consolidated Brig in 
North Charleston as one 
of the prime options for 
relocation, but DeMint, a 
Greenville resident, wants 
to nip that in the bud.
“Transferring detainees 
from Guantanamo Bay to 
U.S. soil will endanger 
American lives,” DeMint 
said in a Thursday McClatchy article . Which begs the 
question: How?
The mere presence of suspected terrorists — behind bars, 
under constant surveillance, surrounded by experienced 
guards — carries with it no inherent danger. And the Brig 
is certainly not located on the Battery or in the middle of 
Market Street, so there is little risk of spooking the ever-
important tourists.
The fact of the matter is that the boys in Charleston 
have experience with this. They held José Padilla and John 
Walker Lindh  for their interrogations. And while those 
cases may not have been handled properly, this would be 
as good a chance as any for the American military prison 
system to redeem itself in the international spotlight. 
Wacky
wednesday
January 28 • Greene St • 10-3
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Owens Field Park is yet another step closer 
to having a skate park built, thanks in part 
to Columbia’s non-profi t pro-skateboarding 
organization, Pour It Now, as well as the 
publicity that results from a local art 
exhibition. 
The Columbia Museum of A rt is 
currently hosting the third installment of 
Skate and Create, a conglomeration of art 
created by local artists and skateboarders. 
Emblazoned on a plaque at the 
intended start of the art show, displayed 
in the airy upstairs community gallery 
of the museum of Main Street, are 
the words “Part sport, part lifestyle, 
part art, skateboarding fosters much 
more than athletic ability.”  The 
concept behind the show and the 
organization — the “it” signifying 
the concrete of a skate park — is to 
garner awareness and funds for a 
city skate park, preventing the city itself 
from becoming a skate park. 
The proposed colossal skate park, designed by 
award-winning park designer Wally Hollyday, 
planned to replace the park that was demolished 
at Owens Field Park in 2006, is fi ttingly 
displayed at the beginning of the 
a r t  show.  A render i ng of  t he 
concrete sculptural dream, the plans 
are estimated to become a reality 
in August, aided by the $500,000 
allocation from the City of Columbia, 
the $25,000 Tony Hawk Foundation 
Grant and more than $8,000 of local 
fundraising money. 
Pieces that directly relate to the 
art/sport hybrid include painted and 
sculpturally enhanced skateboards 
from artist including local David 
Yaghijian and USC studio arts graduate 
student Adam Shiverdecker. One of the 
more unique works is Charleston Native 
Jason R. Filipow’s series of Technicolor 
square canvases entitled “Drip Paintings.” 
Filipow also highlights a uniquely South 
Carolinian take on skateboarding with 
his work “Zine Wall,” which features a 
framed montage of blown up pages and 
artwork from “SK843.” The 40-page 
black-and-white booklet, that appears 
to have been created with a type writer 
and a copy machine in a very cut-and-paste 
style, chronicles the skateboard culture of South 
Carolina through short, memoir-like texts and 
vintage 80’s photographs. 
Named for the Charleston area code, the 
book, mostly put together by native Kevin E. 
Taylor, highlights professionals that grew out 
of the suburban skating scene, such as the late 
Blaize Blouin, infamous landmarks such as 
“The Pool” behind Charleston’s Middleton-
Pinckney House and even life lessons 
skating imparted on contributor Holmes 
Hiebert. Taylor is also the creator of 
one of the more unique works of the 
show, “Escort,” the large and detailed 
canvas which appears to have no 
boarding connection, but features a 
bison ankle-deep in water standing 
over a fl oating young woman with 
fl owing hair. 
The showing runs at the 
Columbia Museum of A rt 
through Feb. 2. To learn more 
about Skate and Create or 
the Pour It Now project visit 
Pouritnow.com or SK843.com. 
Art helps skate park plans gain notice
 “Television is a medium because anything 
well done is rare.”
— Fred Allen 




Finding a great horror movie is getting increasingly 
diffi cult, especially when Hollywood has all but relegated 
the genre to “Saw”-style bloodbaths and remakes of Japanese 
fi lms. Such a climate makes watching the Swedish gem “Let 
the Right One In” feel like a real discovery, a reminder of 
the visceral gut impact horror can provide when it’s done 
right.
Ironically released the same year as “Twilight,” director 
Tomas Alfredson’s f ilm is also about a budding and 
complicated romance between a human and a vampire, 
though it is ultimately much more disturbing, complex and 
horrifi c. 
Adapted by John Ajvide Lindqvist from his novel, the fi lm 
is about Oskar, a chronically bullied boy who feels strongly 
connected to Eli, the strange girl who moves into the 
apartment next door, only to fi nd out she’s a vampire.
As they become best friends and develop a romantic 
interest in each other, their relationship takes a parasitic 
turn. Eli needs Oskar’s help to fi nd more blood to drink in 
order to stay alive, while Oskar uses Eli to help take care of 
his bullying problem.
By mixing a childhood romance with the gruesome 
mythology of the vampires, the fi lmmakers are able to turn 
a sweet movie on its head with a provocative dimension that 
grows increasingly violent as the two spill others’ blood to 
profess their growing love.
All this is handled with consummate skill. In the bleak 
Swedish winters cinematographer Hoyte Van Hoytema 
fi nds perfect visual corollaries to the story’s ideas, drenching 
many shots in snow and washing down the color to make 
things appear whiter than they should.
This simultaneously creates a wonderfully chilling 
atmosphere and adds an extra punch during the film’s 
violent vampire attacks — the red blood splattering on the 
white snow makes for a jarring juxtaposition.
What’s most alarming about “Let the Right One In” 
is how visually arresting the whole fi lm is, how each shot 
lends itself to a desolate romanticism and how those feelings 
evaporate into shocking carnage that’s also handled delicately 
so as to instill terror without delving into unnecessarily 
brutal gore.
It’s ostensibly about vampires and no other fi lm in recent 
memory has felt like such perfectly pitched genre fare, 
understanding the tropes and conventions of its predecessors 
and melding itself within that system.
Beneath all that, though, “Let the Right One In” is a sad, 
almost painful character study. Oskar and Eli are melded as 
sympathetic and completely realistic characters motivated 
by a mutual loneliness. Though they are marvelously 
written, the young actors Kåre Hedebrant  (Oskar) and 
especially Lina Leandersson as Eli help make the movie 
come forcefully to life.
In its almost-muted style and willfully slow pace, the fi lm 
builds successively-suspenseful set pieces, but it’s the kind 
of balance it strikes that makes it consistently rewarding. 
The problems of the characters are solved likewise through 
compassionate romance and stark violence.
As “Let the Right One In” shows, the biggest fears don’t 
always come from boogeymen jumping out of the shadows. 
To make the supernatural completely humane, to make 
murder sympathetic takes skilled understanding of how to 
manipulate a viewer. It’s a fi lm of stunning wonder.
“ LET THE RIGHT ONE IN”
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Run Time: 114 minutes
Director: Tomas Alfredson
Actors: Kare Hedebrant, Lina Leandersson
Rating: R for violence for disturbing images, brief 
nudity and language
 
‘Let the Right One In’  sheds new light on vampires
Chilling atmosphere, dark childhood romance result 




Oskar, an often-bullied boy, meets Eli, who he discovers is a vampire, in director Tomas Alfredson’s “Let the Right One 
In.” The two fi nd themselves in a budding relationship as they help each other deal with their problems.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Middle Right: Jason R. 
Filipow’s “Drip Paintings” 
add a pop art-like splash of 
color to Skate and Create. 
Bottom Right: Artists Adam 
Shiverdeeker, Shawn 
Beeks, Steve Chellis, 
Shannon Purvis and David 
Yaghijian all contribute 
painted boards, while 





 Ellen Meder / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Top Left: Columbia resident 
views pages from “SK843” 
in Jason Filipow’s “‘Zine 
Wall.” 
Middle Left: Wally 
Hollyday’s skate park 
design is expected to be 
completed at Owens Field 
Park by August 2009. 
Botton Left: The Skate 
and Create motto, “The 
Opposite of Stereotype” 
is proved true in artists 
conversion of skateboards 
into high art.
Comments on this  s tory? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
TODAY




NINTH ANNUAL WINTER EXHIBITION: 
CHE SL E Y,  W I L L I A M S,  W IMBER LY, 
YGHIJIAN
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., free
Gallery 80808, 808 Lady St.
LET THE RIGHT ONE IN
6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., $6




New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar,  1211 Park St.
FREEDOM TRAIN
9:45 a.m. and 11:45 a.m., $6
Koger Center, 1051 Greene St.
 
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan
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The Comedy House, 
2768 Decker Blvd
    ARIES Meetings will 
proceed slowly now. Folks 
will hash out every detail. 
    TAURUS  Keep 
your head down and try 
not to attract attention. An 
authority figure is on the 
rampage. He or she is trying 
to sell something that just 
won’t work.
 GE M I N I  S t a r t 
imagining wonderful things 
that could happen in your 
life. Next, make that longing 
into a commitment. 
CANCER Conditions 
are excellent for getting your 
fi nances all sorted out. When 
you’re in the mood, the job is 
fun and interesting. 
    LEO Encourage your 
partner to try something 
she or he always wanted to 
do. The odds are in favor 
of someone you know well 
making a dream come true. 
 VIRGO  Sequester 
y o u r s e l f ,  s o  y o u  c a n 
concentrate on technology. 
Odds are good you’ll fi gure 
out  a  bet ter  way to  do 
things. 
 LIBR A  You might 
feel l ike you’re in love. 
Everything’s possible. This 
is the kind of day when you 
really can make dreams come 
true. 
 SCORPIO  I f you 
have the option, take the day 
off to rest and heal. 
  SAGITTARIUS 
Keep your nose in those 
books. The more you learn, 
the more you’ll discover what 
you want to know about. 
    CAPRICORN 
Hold onto what you have; 
don’t  spec u late  or  buy 
on impulse. You may not 
actually get as much as you 
were promised. 
    AQUARIUS Your 
objectives are pretty clear to 
you now. Better jot down a 
few notes.   
    PISCES  Let someone 
who owes you a favor pitch 
in and pay you back. You’d 
do it for the other guy if the 
situation were reversed. 
01/26/09








16 First name in jeans
17 Org.
18 Shrek and his 
family
19 "The Sea, the Sea" 
author Murdoch







33 Whimper like a 
child
34 Moe, Larry or Curly
36 Fresh
37 Part 2 of witticism
40 Bk. after Ezra
41 Mickey or Andy
42 Litigated
43 Surveillance
45 Steps over a fence
46 40 winks
47 Stuff to the gills
49 Jeans material
52 End of the 
witticism
57 Tel __-Jaffa, Israel












3 Cash in Valparaiso
4 City near Oakland
5 Gators' cousins





11 Queen of the gods
12 "We try harder" 
company
13 __ and shine!
















39 Star-shaped fi gure
44 Meat cutters
45 Sault __ Marie





51 Lowest pinochle 
card
52 Political division
53 Get an eyeful of
54 Central points
55 __-Ude, Russia





 It was somewhere early in 
the second half of Carolina’s 
game against Ole Miss when 
it hit me. The fun is back. The 
fun is back in USC athletics.
It was lost somewhere after 
Carolina’s second consecutive 
N I T 
championship 
or perhaps after 
the Gamecocks 
smacked f ive 
c o n s e c u t i v e 
h o m e r u n s 
against Georgia 
i n  t he  20 0 6 
baseball super 
reg iona l s  or 
maybe it was 
a f t e r  S t e v e 
S p u r r i e r 
brought home the Liberty 
Bowl trophy in December 
2006 .
Somewhere in the last two 
years the fun of being a part 
of the Carolina Nation had 
been sucked out for me. Now, 
lest you think that this writer 
is suffering from a rough 
case of fair-weather-fandom 
I remind you that since 2006 
the Gamecocks have cracked 
the top 10 in baseball and 
football.
It isn’t the wins that make 
being a fan fun. It’s watching 
other people enjoy themselves 
while doing things that you, 
the fan, are incapable of. The 
joy is in feeling like you are 
a part of something greater 
than yourself.
There have been h igh 
points for Carolina sports 
since 2006. There were Cory 
Boyd and Tre’ Kelley , both 
high caliber athletes who, if 
they could have, would have 
played every position at their 
respect ive sports or rode 
the bench if it meant their 
teams would have a better 
chance to win. Certainly 
Travis Jones , former Carolina 
second baseman, should not 
be forgotten. His hot streak 
 After Wednesday’s thrilling, 
buzzer-beating win over Florida, 
the Garnet Army was anxious to 
see what their men’s basketball 
team would do for an encore.
The Gamecocks would not 
d isappoint t he home crowd, 
defeating the Mississippi Rebels 82-
71 Saturday night at the Colonial 
Life Arena.
A strong second-half start led 
to an easy South Carolina win in 
what was once a close contest. The 
Gamecocks led by just two points 
at halftime, 37-35 , after a back-and-
forth fi rst half that included 14 lead 
changes.
However, USC (14-4, 3-2) would 
return from the break with greater 
intensity, scoring the fi rst 11 points 
of the second half and 23 of the fi rst 
28 to open up a 60-40 advantage. 
The Rebels (10-9, 1-4) would never 
get closer than 11 points the rest of 
the way.
“Our run to start the second half 
was the key to the game and was 
fueled by our defense,” USC coach 
Darrin Horn said. “We were able 
to create some offense off of our 
defense and got a couple of shots 
to go down and got ourselves a 
cushion. I thought we were really 
active defensively in the second 
half.”
The Gamecocks used a full-
court press against Ole Miss, which 
sometimes led to easy baskets 
for the Rebels but also forced 16 
turnovers and provided a spark to 
the USC offense.
USC’s defense was most effective 
against the Rebels’ outside shooting. 
Although David Huertas would 
score a game-high 27 points for 
Ole Miss, he struggled from three-
point range, making just three of 
11 shots. As a team, the Rebels 
missed their first 11 three-point 
attempts and fi nished just three for 
17 on the night, preventing them 
from making a serious run at the 
Gamecocks in the second half.
Junior guard Devan Downey led 
the Gamecocks with 22 points. His 
three pointer with four seconds 
left in the fi rst half gave USC the 
halftime lead, and he would add 11 
second-half points to help seal the 
win for Carolina.
Junior forward Dominique 
Archie was the only other USC 
player to score in double fi gures, as 
the forward notched 12 points, as 
the Gamecocks received balanced 
scoring throughout the lineup. 
Horn was impressed with the 
effort from his bench, especially 
from juniors Evaldas Baniulis and 
Brandis Raley-Ross .
“They have both been playing 
really well in the last two games,” 
Horn said. “It’s not just making 
shots. They are doing things 
defensively. I think those guys are 
contributing in a lot of different 
ways for us. That’s what we need to 
be a good basketball team.”
USC’s ef fort and intensit y 
helped make up for yet another 
poor performance from the free 
throw line. The Gamecocks shot 
an abysmal 39.3 percent from the 
line, making just 11 of 28 attempts. 
Ole Miss made the most of its free 
throws with an 80 percent clip, 
but could not make enough shots 
from the fi eld to keep up with the 
Gamecocks.
With the win, USC has already 
matched its win total from the 
previous two seasons and is off to its 
best start in SEC play since 2004.
More importantly, USC may 
have finally found a true home-
court advantage at Colonial Life 
Arena. The second-largest home 
crowd of the season came out to 
support the Gamecocks as they 
won consecutive SEC home games 
for the fi rst time in three years.
USC will complete its three-
game home stand on Wednesday 
night with a division game against 
Vanderbilt . Tipoff is set for 7 p.m. 
 Coming off Wednesday’s 
miracle win, USC coach 
Darrin Horn stressed to his 
team that they could not be 
satisfied and overconfident 
and they had to keep playing 
inspired basketball in order 
to get where they want to 
go. 
After an ugly f irst half, 
the Gamecocks did just that, 
opening up the second period 
on a 23-5 run en route to 
an 82-71 defeat of Ole Miss 
Saturday night at Colonial 
Life Arena. 
USC t ra i led for much 
of the f irst half, as they 
s t r u g g l e d  r e b o u n d i n g 
and from the free throw 
line. However, the Rebels 
(10-9, 1-4) weren’t able to 
take advantage of several 
defensive break downs by 
Carolina, and USC was able 
to salvage a 37-35 lead going 
into the locker room on the 
strength of junior guard 
Devan Downey ’s t hree-
pointer in the fi nal seconds 
of the half . 
“We started out kind of 
slow — not sluggish, just 
slow — but we were able to 
come together and set the 
tone for the second half,” said 
Downey, who paced USC 
with 22 points, five assists 
and three steals. 
T he  i s s ue s  f rom  t he 
charity stripe and on the 
boards didn’t disappear in 
the second half, as USC shot 
just more than 39 percent 
from the line and was out-
rebounded 46-38 on the 
night , but it all seemed to 
matter little for Carolina, 
who outclassed Mississippi 
in every other facet of the 
game. 
“Our run at the start of 
the second half was the key 
to the game,” Horn said. 
“We got some shots to go 
down, we built a cushion, 
and I thought our defense 
was really active early in the 
second half.” 
Trailing by as many as 20 
points, Ole Miss was able 
to fight back to within 11 
points with just more than a 
minute left in the game, but 
the Gamecocks were able to 
prevent any thoughts of a 
comeback with their defense, 
s e c u r i n g  t he i r  s e c o nd 
straight conference win and 
moving back to more than 
.500 in SEC play despite 
their diffi culties. 
“I think our rebounding 
is improving, but it’s just 
somet h ing we’ve got to 
watch. I don’t know if we’re 
ever going to go out and 
dominate on the glass,” Horn 
said. “We’ve had so many 
games where we have shot 
[free throws] well, and it’s not 
something that we’re going 
to get too concerned about. 
I think its good news that we 
can shoot like that from the 
foul line and still have the 
margin that we had.” 
With a 14-4 record and 
a 3-2  mark in SEC play, 
the Gamecocks are moving 
towards the bold goals Horn 
established when he took the 
job last spring. And while he 
says he’s not satisfi ed yet, he 
is seeing improvement. 
“I think we took a step 
tonight, learning how to 
win a game like we did on 
Wednesday, coming back 
w it h great focus in our 
preparation, and to come out 
and do the little things in a 
game, I think that’s a step 
forward,” Horn said. 
T he  ne x t  c h a nce  for 
USC to take a step forward 
i s  We d n e s d a y  a g a i n s t 
Vanderbilt at home.  
 The USC women’s basketball team will have to wait a 
little bit longer for fi rst-year coach Dawn Staley’s signature 
win, as the Gamecocks hung tough all day against No. 17 
Vanderbilt Sunday at the Colonial Life Arena only to fall 
66-56 .
Carolina came out well-prepared for Vandy’s frenetic style 
of play, briefl y leading in the opening minutes 3-2 on the 
strength of a shot beyond the arc from senior guard Brionna 
Dickerson . However, the Commodores went on an 18-3 run 
from there, appearing to take control of the game with a 
20-6 lead.  
However, the Gamecocks came roaring back, going on a 
12-2 run to cut the lead to four, 22-18, with seven of those 
points scored after Dickerson injured her knee in a pile-up 
under the basket and had to be taken into the locker room. 
The momentum was short lived, as Vanderbilt regained 
its shooting touch, scoring nine unanswered to push the 
advantage back up to 13. USC would pull to within as many 
as seven points, but Vanderbilt ended the fi rst half on a shot 
from guard Lauren Lueders in the fi nal seconds, going into 
the half with a 34-24 lead. 
“I thought we took some ill-advised shots in the fi rst half, 
not knowing when to play basketball and when we need 
to be a little bit more organized,” said USC coach Dawn 
Staley. 
Both teams came out of the locker room cold, missing 
several shots, and while USC was able to climb to within 
seven, Vanderbilt snapped out of the funk also and pushed 
the lead to 11 with just under 15 minutes to play. 
USC refused to go away though, pulling to within 
six, only to see Vandy embark on a 12-5 run to take a 
comfortable 13-point lead. The lead would grow to as large 
Second half lifts USC over Ole Miss
Initial moments after 
halftime key in 
Carolina victory 
Women’s basketball’s struggles, injury woes 
continue to add to disappointing season
Dylan Burton
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Point guard Devan Downey led Carolina with 22 points against Ole Miss.
Men’s basketball brings fun 
back to South Carolina
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sophomore forward Mike Holmes celebrates with 
sophomore Haley Gonick after Carolina’s 82-71 victory.
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Forward Dominique Archie takes a spill in Saturday’s game.
Excitement, energy 
returns to Colonial Life 







Gamecocks push past struggles in rout
Carolina cruises despite 




Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Comments on this  s tory? E-mail 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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 The South Carolina men’s 
and women’s tennis teams 
hit the court this weekend 
as the Gamecocks continued 
the early season schedules.
The men’s  team, who 
came into t he weekend 
ranked the No. 52 team in 
the nation, faced off with 
No. 58 Georgia Tech at the 
USC Indoor Fieldhouse in 
what is quickly developing 
into a heated rivalry.
Despite  t he  f ac t  t hat 
Carolina had dominated the 
series with the Yellow Jackets 
by a score of 26-7, Tech 
had grabbed the advantage 
over the Gamecocks over 
the last several meetings, 
winning three of the last 
fi ve, including a 5-2 decision 
last season in Atlanta.
But Carolina would put 
a stop to the Jackets’ recent 
success as USC pulled out a 
thrilling 5-2 victory, leading 
the match throughout.
Despite leading throughout 
the day, no victory would 
come easy for Carolina as 
four of the six singles matches 
went to three sets.
Early on, Georgia Tech 
jumped out to an early 
3-6 lead in doubles before 
Carolina’s duo of juniors, 
Diego  Cuba s  a nd  Iva n 
Machado , rolled out f ive 
straight victories to claim 
the win.
Singles play had the same 
amount of suspense as its 
preced ing event ,  as  t he 
Gamecocks won in four of six 
games, all by tight margins.  
W i t h  t h e  w i n ,  t h e 
Gamecocks were able to 
stay undefeated on the early 
season, running their record 
to 3-0, while Georgia Tech 
fell to 2-1.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e 
women’s tennis team was 
unable to sustain their recent 
success, as the team dropped 
a crushing 4-3 contest against 
No. 19 Michigan Wolverines 
in chilly Ann Arbor, Mich. 
on Sunday. 
USC (2-1) held st rong 
throughout, as the team 
repeatedly bounced back 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y . 
Despite losing in the top 
two posit ions in doubles, 
senior Suzanna Mansour 
and freshman Ashley Miller 
willed the team to a victory 
at the three. 
T he  d uo  t r a i l e d  3 -1 
through the fi rst four games 
but pushed hard to an 8-6 
victory in their fi rst contest 
of the spring schedule.
Carolina quickly continued 
its winning ways in the next 
event as Gira Schof ield 
earned a 6-1 and 6-2 victory 
a t  t he  top  p o s i t ion  i n 
singles.
But the Wolverines took 
over f rom there,  as the 
northern team was able to 
fi ght out the close victory.
The women next head to 
Durham, N.C. to face Ohio 
State at the ITA National 
Team Indoor Championships 
whi le the men t ravel to 
Athens, Ga. for the ITA 
Kickoff on Friday.
 In their fi nal competition 
e v e r  i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a 
Natator ium the seniors 
on t he  s w i m a nd d ive 
team went out in style as 
t he  G a meco c k s  s wept 
their rivals from College 
of Charleston th is past 
Saturday. The men won 
with a decision of 159-126, 
while the women beat the 
Cougars 156-124. With the 
win, the men’s team brought 
their record to 3-4 on the 
season while the women 
improved to 5-3.
S e n io r  d i v e r  C o r r y 
Christian highlighted the 
match as he set personal 
records in the one- and 
three-meter div ing and 
nearly broke the school 
record in the three-meter 
compet it ion. Chr ist ian 
scored a 404.33 in t he 
three-meter contest, which 
fell just short of the school 
record of 407.40 set by Andy 
Bradley in 2003 . The senior, 
who was dealing with an 
injury earlier in the week, 
also managed to come in 
fi rst place in the one-meter 
dive with a score of 369.90 .
On the women’s side, 
Allison Barr excelled by 
winning the one-meter 
event with a score of 324.38 , 
while coming in second 
in the three-meter event 
with a mark of 335.03 . Barr 
continues to get better a 
week after she was named 
the SEC woman diver of 
the week . 
In the one-meter event 
Helen A lvey and Taryn 
Zack also found success as 
they finished second and 
third behind Barr.
The seniors continued to 
dominate in the swimming 
portion of the meet with the 
Gamecocks coming in fi rst 
place in all but four events. 
Amanda Dunnigan swam 
well in her fi nal home match 
for Carolina by winning the 
200-meter freestyle with a 
time of 1:52:35 seconds. 
Kassie Kugler , another 
senior, found success in the 
100-meter freestyle, which 
she won with a time of 52.75 
seconds. Kugler also came 
in second in the 200-meter 
butterf ly and she helped 
the Gamecocks win the 
400-meter relay.
The men’s swimming 
team also relied on their 
veterans, who were able to 
deliver big on Saturday for 
the Gamecocks. Nicholas 
W a l k o t t e n  w o n  t h e 
200-meter backstroke with 
a time of 51.53 . In addition, 
he helped Carolina secure 
fi rst place in the 400-meter 
relay and the 400-meter 
freestyle relay.
A nother senior, Todd 
Weyandt , won the 50-meter 
f reest yle as wel l as the 
100-meter f ly. He, along 
with Walkotten, helped the 
Gamecocks f ind victory 
in the 400-meter freestyle 
relay.
The solid performance 
of the seniors concluded 
with good efforts by Kyle 
Cormier and Steven Luckie . 
Cormier fi nished second in 
the 100-meter breast, an 
event he had never swam 
before, while Luckie won 
t he 20 0 -meter  f ly  a nd 
managed third place in the 
500-meter freestyle. 
Before the match seniors 
Christian Kata and Keith 
Dawle y ,  who  cou ld n’t 
compete this season due to 
injury, were both honored 
with their fellow seniors in 
a pre-meet ceremony. 
The Gamecocks will look 
to build on their success 
when they take on Alabama 
and Georgia in a dual match 
that will take place next 
Saturday, Jan. 31, at 2 p.m. in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala . The match 
will be the fi nal one before 
the SEC Championships, 
which begin Feb. 18 .
 
Tennis teams hit court over weekend
Chris Cox
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Men oust Georgia Tech, 
women fall to Michigan
in crushing defeat
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC’s men’s tennis team picked up an impressive victory over Georgia Tech on Saturday.
at the plate in the spring of 
2007 was quite unlike any 
that I have ever seen.
How e v e r,  t he r e  h a s 
been an element lacking. 
In basketball it was the 
distinct lack of wins and, at 
times (see Kansas in 2007 
and Tennessee in 2008), 
e ven  comp et i t i vene s s . 
Not to mention that the 
d is jointedness bet ween 
former coach Dave Odom 
and his players could be felt 
emanating from the court. 
In baseball the lack of a 
bullpen in recent years have 
left Carolina fans in doubt 
that any lead is big enough 
to keep. 
The list of problems in 
football is much too long 
to even list.  With players 
quitting on the team and 
coaches heading for higher 
water in the offseason, the 
program is not in its best 
shape.
However, Darrin Horn 
has somehow managed to 
find the fun and bring it 
back.
Hor n’s  player s  qu ite 
obviously enjoy his style on 
the court. I’m not going to 
say that Devan Downey was 
born to play in an offense 
like Horn’s, but I am going 
to say that Downey looks 
more natural in a fast break 
offense than the one guy 
that’s always at the Groucho’s 
cash register looks behind 
the counter.
Not only that, but Horn 
has found a way to rope the 
South Carolina fanbase in. 
For one reason or another 
South Carolina has some of 
the most loyal fans in the 
nation. However, much to the 
dismay of many a basketball 
coach, the Gamecock faithful 
have always had a large soft 
spot for football.
Perhaps it’s just the nature 
of the beast, considering 
how disappointed many fans 
are in the football team, 
but the fact of the matter is 
that Horn and company, by 
way of The Garnet Army, 
have found a way to rope 
Gamecock fans back in with 
a renewed vitality.
W ho is  to say where 
the men’s basketball team 
will fi nish at the end of the 
year? But Horn has already 
shown that one thing is 
certain: Wherever his team 
does f inish, whether it’s 
worst, first or somewhere 
in between, the path to that 
fi nish is going to be a blast. 
Seniors lead charge for 
swim team against CofC
Men’s and women’s 
squads improve 
mark over Cougars 
Scott Waggoner
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
as 16 points. Carolina would surge back to 
within 10, but Vandy was able to control the 
fi nal 20 seconds to secure the win. 
Carolina’s leading scorer was senior forward 
C.J. Pace , with 19 points and nine rebounds.
“I’m proud of her, because we all were 
emotional before the game because we had 
lost (senior forward Demetress Adams ) and 
then we lost Bri midway through the game, 
so C.J. stepped it up,” said freshman guard 
Lakeisha Sutton . 
Freshman guard Miranda Tate also scored 
nine boards along with seven points, and 
Sutton had nine points. Sophomore point 
guard Samone Kennedy was also key for 
the Gamecocks, scoring only five points, 
but dishing out a team-high three assists 
and helping Carolina consistently penetrate 
Vandy’s physical man-to-man defense. 
“I think they all gave us trouble. They’re 
very good off the drive, and we knew that 
coming in, but it does start with the point,” 
said Vanderbilt coach Melanie Balcomb . 
After the game, the focus shifted back to 
Dickerson’s health, especially just a game 
removed from the loss of Adams for the 
season, but her status going forward was 
unclear. 
“The best thing that we can do [going 
forward] is play like they do,” Staley said. 
With the loss, USC is 9-10 on the year with 
a 1-5 record in SEC play. They have played 
six nationally-ranked teams this season, fi ve 
of them at home, and they have lost each 
game. 
However, after she called out her team’s 
effort last week after a home loss to Florida, 
Staley feels that improvements have been 
made. 
“We’re playing with a lot of heart. We’re 
playing for 40 minutes — as hard as we can 
play.” 
The Gamecocks will look to get back on 
track when they next take the court Thursday 
night at home against Louisiana State (10-7, 
3-2) , a 2008 Final Four qualifi er. 
FUN ● Continued from 8
Brett Flashnick / The Associated Press
Brionna Dickerson drives the lane against VU
VANDY ● Continued from 8









1/8 Lb. Reg. Size • Lean Pure Beef
$129
Visit our newest location at 2012 Harden Street
(803) 736-3110 • www.allsouth.org
Start the new year off right!
Join AllSouth today!
Federally insured by the NCUA.
ONE weekFREE (new customers only)tanning
Expires March 31, 2009
SUPER TAN
Harden Street, next to Food Lion
No Membership Fee
Join VIP Club & Tan 
for only               a month!$35
All Super Beds
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classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
Announcements
TEMPORARY HEALTH INSURANCE
coverage begins the day after 
application is properly submitted. 
Call William @ 546-1751 or apply on-
line at   
insurancesupport.mymedicalquotes.com
Apartments
WEST COLUMBIA I-26  US #!
1BR apt w/full kit, BA, carpet A/C. 
All utils pd. $410 + sec dep. 238-6916.
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
Downtown Living *ASPYRE*
*1,2,3 BR’S* Flexible Leases*
*Brand New* Parking Garage*
Int., H20 incld. *803-400-1570*
Housing-Rent
Rmmte wanted for 4BR apt.Aailable 
ASAP. Furnished-own BR & BA. Fe-
males only. Call 908-420-2621
Beltine/Tech - Prvt Room non-smoker 
$300+ sec. dep. 738-9441.
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR 
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cy-
cle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129 
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Beautiful 3BR 2BA house - hd fls, water 
fence yard, sec. fp incld & many extras. 
$1,050  803-231-6829.
CONDO FOR RENT 2BR 1BA  CH&A 
completely remodeled, pool $585. 
10 min. USC. CALL (803) 463-5129.
1730 Greene (near nursing school cam-
pus) 2BR or  1BR w/study $610.. 
Also 4Br. home. 301 S. Edisto $1195. 
w/discount 799-9483. 
Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS  
From $99,900  518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
For Sale
MATTRESS SETS - Brand new. Stu-
dents get 15% off! All sizes & budgets. 
Delivery & layaway available. Bedtime 
Mattress Outlet 2040 August Rd. W. 
Cola. Just 4 miles from USC. 739-8212
Parking
Tired of paying parking fines? 
Reserved spaces available. 799-3452
Help Wanted
Love USC? Would you like to assist 
in recruiting new students? 
The Office of Undergraduate Admis-
sions is hiring student bloggers to share 
their experiences. Hours are flexible 
and you can blog from he location of 
your choice. Experience with blogs is 
preferred but not necessary. Strong 
writing skills are a must. We are looking 
for all types of students, including trans-
fer and international students. Pay is 




Babysitter Tues & Thur 10am-6pm & 
Sat 10am-2pm. Exp pref. Call Annie 
678-463-3530 or   770-713-2869.
Care for Infant Twins - Exp child care 
provider. Up to 20/daytime/hrs/wk in NE 
home. $12/hr. Must have good ref. 




PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 
sports. Great summer! Call 
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com
Services
Serious financial problems? 
Confidential bankruptcy advice. 
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE




Need tutoring in Spanish?  25 years 
of teaching all ages. 926-3126
Mathematics tutoring services!
CALL THE EXPERT! 738-8956
Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury 
cruise with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of thirteen 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
